From the Editor’s Desk...

For some time, the Islamophobes have
been trying to create a negative image
of Islam. They badmouth about our
Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon
him) and the holy Quran. They have
been trying their best to misguide
people. Therefore, it is critical for
Muslims to unite and give a united
response to the hate-mongers.
However, unfortunately, the reality is
that the current Muslims are deeply
divided even on those practices and
beliefs that no one in the entire Muslim
world has ever disputed for more than
13 centuries. Instead of focusing on the
real issues of the Muslim Ummah we
are wasting time and resources in
countering each other on the issues
which had never been issues. Every
year in the month of Rabi Al Awwal, one
of the most useless and misguiding
campaign is carried out against the
celebration of Eid Milad un Nabi (Peace
be upon him) also called Mawlid. As
Rabi-Al-Awwal approaches, the annual
campaign of Fatawa and speeches
against celebrating the Birth of Prophet
Muhammad (Peace be upon him)
starts.

Eid Milad un Nabi unites Muslims and
the denial of Eid Milad un Nabi divides
Muslims. The proof is in the 1300 years
of Muslim history. When Muslims were
together in celebrating the noble
birthday of Prophet Muhammad (Peace
be upon him), they were all united but
when they started debating the
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permissibility of Eid Milad un Nabi, they
got divided. It is not the celebration of
Eid Milad un Nabi that divides Muslims.
It is the denial of the Eid Milad un Nabi
that divides Muslims.

Eid-Milad-un-Nabi means
birthday of Prophet (peace be upon
him). The Muslim celebration of the
birthday of Prophet Muhammad (peace
be upon him) is quite different from the
Christian Celebration of Christmas, the
birthday of Jesus Christ (peace be upon
him). What do Muslims do on the day of
Eid Milad un Nabi (peace be upon
him)? They organize gatherings in
which Muslims discuss the birth, the life
and the message of Prophet
Muhammad (Peace be upon him). They
feed the poor and the guests. They read
the Quran and learn Quran from
scholars. They  praise Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) and
recite Naat / Nasheed (poems /
rhymes). They reach out to non-
Muslims and inform them about Islam.
The day is celebrated with purely
religious and spiritual aspects of an
Islamic life. At this occasion Muslims
remind themselves to love and follow
Allah’s last Messenger (Peace be upon
him) in daily life. Eid Milad un Nabi
(peace be upon him) is just like any
other religious get-together of Muslims
for the remembrance of Allah and His
beloved Messenger (Peace be upon
him). Arif Mateen Ansari

December 2017



Birthday of the Holy Prophet Muhammad ()

Maulana Dr. Muhammad Fazl-ur-Rahman Al-Ansari Al-Qaderi (R.A.)

The month of Rabi-ul-Awwal has come,
the month which forms the most
memorable landmark in the history of
mankind in as much as it withessed the
birth of the Bearer of Abiding Truth and
the Repository of the light of Divine
Guidance, God's Last Prophet and Islam's
Final Messenger, Muhammad ().

This sacred month comes every year
and goes. Every year it reminds us of
the birth of the Sun of Righteousness
and Virtue which shone from the valley
of Faran fourteen centuries ago and
which has lent it the halo of sanctity
and bestowed upon it the mark of
distinction. Every year it revives for us
the august memories of the noble and
the ennobling life of the Most Perfect
Man whose advent raised the progeny
of Adam to the highest pinnacle of
honor and glory. Every year it recalls to
our mind's eye the great and glorious
struggle  waged heroically  and
successfully in the desert of Arabia by
the Final and Absolute Leader of
mankind, a struggle for the banishment
of Darkness and the establishment of
Light, a struggle for the elimination of
vice in all its forms and the promotion of
virtue in all its facets, a struggle for the
cure of every disease of mankind and
the creation of healthy existence in all
the spheres of life ; social, political,
moral and spiritual a struggle which
was waged in that Spring of Human
History to form the nucleus and the
model for entire humanity and for all
time to come.
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This memorable month comes every
year, but do we who claim to be the
followers of him who came in this
month not to speak of human beings in
general, for all of whom he came as
much as for us--do we, do all of us, or
at least most of us, even understand
the real significance of this month. And,
of course, deriving the requisite
inspiration, renewing and reinforcing it
from year to year and making it the
bedrock for building up an ever
progressing life of virtue and goodness,
in personal as well as social spheres,
are matters only of advanced stage of
religious consciousness.

Ceremonial observances have a
meaning - quite a deep meaning in the
domain of Group Dynamics. Properly
organized and intelligently executed,
they are helpful in an appreciable
measure in keeping the torch of faith
burning and in bringing inspiration to
the multitude. But if they are soulless,
partially or wholly, or meagre, they are
bound to fail in their true purpose and in
achieving their real goal. We have to
keep this very important fact in sight.

Behind the ceremonial observances,
however, is the spirit which is basic in
its importance and which, so long as it
remains alive, keeps the flame of hope
in the ideological progress of the group
burning. Very unfortunately, this spirit
appears to be departing from us.

Thus we are gradually becoming a
people without ideals, although Islam
made us the richest ideological groups
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on earth. We profess to believe in
Islam, but the behavior of many of us
betrays hypocrisy in this regard.

The root cause is the absence of
Islamic missionary endeavor in the
manner and on the scale required by
the ugly situation. And the result is that
not only is the Muslim society suffering
from different types of ills but humanity
itself seems to be moving steadily
towards a cataclysmic end.

Indeed, this is so. To relate just one
phase of the dangerous situation. Ever
since the first atom-bomb presented the
picture of appalling destruction and
devastation in the unfortunate city of
Hiroshima, the menacing scope of the
destructive powers of Modern Science
has been progressively expanding
causing an ever increasing anxiety in
the minds of all those who love and
cherish the higher values of life. The A-
Bomb was followed by the H-Bomb,
which was declared to be a deadlier
weapon. Then came the news about
the C-Bomb, which was proudly
proclaimed to be capable of destroying
the entire world “at one shot”. Soon
after that came a mysterious weapon
invented by the Soviet scientists which
can “freeze all life solid”. A report to this
effect was broadcast sometime ago by
the “intelligence Digest” of London,
which said:

“The new weapon was tested. Several
light fighter-bombers flew over the area
for the test at a height of about 600
meters (about 2000 feet). Our observer
could not see exactly what they did. It
seemed that they were ejecting a light
spray. The result, however, was an
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intense killing cold for a period of about
half-an-hour. All vegetation was Kkilled;
trees became so brittle that they burst.
The soil froze hard.

A later test was carried out over a
village built of wood, stone and cement.
At a distance, the building looked
strong, and seemed to have double
windows. Animals had been put in
some of the houses, same of them
exceptionally well covered with several
clothes.

The evil of the situation does not lie in
the scientific quest as such. For, the
pursuit of Science as science cannot be
regarded as an evil by any stretch of
imagination and on any ground. It is,
rather, a positive good, and for Muslims
it has been prescribed by their religion
as a sacred obligation. Testimony to
this effect is not only theoretically borne
by the Holy Qur'an and the Hadith but
is also grounded in the practical
achievements of Muslims in the past.

The actual source of trouble is man
himself. It is the perverted outlook of
the possessors of scientific knowledge,
or of those who employ and control
them, which is evil. It is the misuse of
science which is bad. For, science,
being a means to the harnessing of the
forces of nature, places a power in the
hands of its votaries; and “this power”,
in the words of a Soviet scientist, “could
be used for man's benefit or to his
detriment”. It is, indeed, the
materialistic bias introduced into the
field of science which is playing havoc
with the life of mankind today and
which  tends to outweigh the
advantages that this world may have
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derived from science with regard to
technical efficiency and the
advancement of human knowledge.

The truth is that although science
concerns itself mainly with matter, it
cannot at all be regarded as
necessarily wedded to materialism.
Most unfortunately, however, it is also a
truth that ever since science was
deprived of the ennobling and
balancing influence of Islam— due to
the apathy and neglect on the part of
the later generations of Muslims — and
modern West came to monopolize it,
materialism and science have gone
hand in hand simply because of a
wrong outlook born of a wrong attitude
of the Christian clergy against the
scientists. Thus, materialism feasted on
science and grew fat, causing on the
other side the emaciation of humanity
as regards spiritual values.

This tragic situation has been in
existence for centuries now, with the
result that science is regarded today as
nothing more than a handmade of
materialism, and it is being asserted
against all cannons of scientific thinking
that science cannot exist without a
materialistic philosophy of life. Thus it
was that Professor Nuzhdin of the
Soviet Union proclaimed: “There is a
complete clarity (now) with regard to its
philosophical outlook: throughout its
history science has been successful
only on the basis of a materialistic
outlook, although scientists have not
always been aware of it. All the
attempts that are being made to
replace the materialistic foundations of
science by various forms of idealism
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have never promoted  scientific

progress”. (Dawn Karachi).

A greater untruth, and an untruth
couched in more clever words, could
have been hardly uttered by anyone.
And yet this untruth is, for all practical
purposes, being regarded as truth and
being acted upon by a vast and
powerful mass of humanity consciously
or unconsciously. The modern Western
civilization fell a prey to this fallacious
line of thought and has been trying for
quite a long time past to drag the rest of
the world with it. With great energy and
with all the resources at its command, it
has been the spiritual foundations of
human life and substituting them with
the fleeting sands of materialism. And
thus it has been heaping one tragedy
upon another and inviting its own doom
and that of humanity at large, which
alas! seems to be quite near, unless
the Grace of God comes to the rescue
in an extraordinary manner.

The only way to salvation lies in
dethroning science from its falsely
conferred and blasphemous position as
the substitute for the belief in God, in
giving to it the place it really and
naturally deserves in human life and in
affirming and establishing all the human
values in their proper places. There is
no denying the fact that Science does
constitute “trustworthy knowledge” to a
considerable extent. But in the first
place, it is not infallible. Secondly, it
cannot grasp and comprehend Reality
as a Whole. It can only give, in the
words of Sir Muhammad Igbal, “a mass
of sectional view of Reality, a fragment
of total experience, naturally, Science
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deals with matter, with life, with mind.
But the moment you ask the question
how matter, life and mind are mutually
related, you begin to see the sectional
character of various sciences that deal
with them”.

The answer to the question raised by
Igbal lies in Religion. Religion alone can
answer it. Let the world, therefore,
recognize the limitations of Science side
by side with its usefulness. Let the world
also recognize the proper function of
Religion and Morality. And let the world
realize before it is too late that the true
foundations of human happiness and
genuine progress can be built up only on
a harmonious establishment of all the
values of life, including the religious and
moral values, which it might be declared
without any fear of contradiction, is
possible only within the ISLAMIC
DISCIPLINE.

Thus, Muslims have a vital role to play
not only in the domains of Religion and

morals but also in the field of Science;
even as their forefathers did in the
heyday of Islamic civilization. Humanity
is heading towards destruction. It is
groping in the dark. Let the Muslims,
therefore, lift the torch of Islam high to
save humanity and to save themselves.

The task is stupendous and Muslims of
the present day are suffering from
different shortcomings. But it is never
too late to mend and there is no
obstacle which cannot be conquered by
men of will and perseverance. Let us,
therefore, rise to the height of the
opportunity and show to the world the
true Path of Harmonious Existence and
Fullness of Life.

This is the Light of Truth towards which
this month of the birth of the Apostle of
Light invites us. May Allah, the Light of
the Heavens and the Earth, enable us
to acquire it. Amen!

(Continued from page # 15)

him in small things”, and further, “listen
to me in earnest, worship your God,
say your prayers, fast during the month
of Ramadan, and give your wealth in
charity. All Muslims, freed or enslaved,
have the same right and the
responsibilities too. None is higher than
the other unless he be higher in virtue”
(Sermon of Hajj-a-tul-Wida).

This, in short, was the achievement of
the Holy Prophet (%) which was
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unprecedented in the human history
and its importance lies also in the fact
that since its accomplishment nearly
1400 years ago, nobody on earth has
succeeded in uprooting Islam, or
destroying the belief in Allah, the
Almighty, or even making the slightest
change in His Message, i.e., the Holy
Quran, or mixing it up with falsehood,
as was done in the case of all previous
Books of Allah.
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Humanism in Seerat-Un-Nabi ()

Muhammad Al-Ghazali

The Prophet (¥) not only presented the
perfect example of mortality in his own
ideal conduct but also provided the
posterity with an adequate, all-
embracing and viable philosophy and
practical pattern of humanism. The
principles and pragmatic modes of this
humanism were elaborated and
explained by him in his acts, utterances
and approvals that form part of the
corpus of Hadith literature.

The vast material of the Prophet's (%)
guidance, wisdom and enlightening
instruction had been meticulously
collected, sifted, critically examined, and
carefully scrutinized by the doctors of
Hadith across centuries and was
faithfully delivered to the subsequent
generations of Muslims. It supplies the
rich resource and authentic criteria for
the moral, spiritual and cultural
dimensions of Islamic humanism. It was
the noble philosophy (hikmah) and
perfect pattern (Sunnah) which always
served as the touchstone for scrutinizing
the moral value and cultural worth of all
individual and social constants and
variables in the Muslim society in all
ages, environments and climes.

The Sunnah of the Prophet (%)
therefore has been and shall always
continue to be the grand norm of the
Muslim society. Individuals, groups,
institutions,  customs,  conventions,
values and mores, fads and fashions
shall always be liable to evaluation and
judgment in relation to this grand norm.
And it is this authentic touch-stone of
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Sunnah which has protected the
identity of the Ummah throughout
centuries and in the face of all alien
invasions. And Insha Allah, the Sunnah
of the Prophet (%) shall always provide
the Ummah with the Divinely approved
authentic guidance to preserve its
distinct personality, its moral values
and spiritual standards amidst any
attempts or efforts from within or
without to distort and disorientate the
pristine purity of the universal religious
dispensation and the sublime cultural
mission of Islam.

The foremost principle of humanism
provided in the teachings of the Prophet
(%) is that it combines the good of this
world and the Hereafter. A Muslim is
required to strive in this life to achieve
the success and felicity of this world in
such a way that it leads to the eventual
salvation and everlasting bliss of the
Hereafter. He's taught by the Quran to
pray five times for the success and
salvation in this terrestrial home as well
as his subsequent celestial abode. This
first principle of Islamic humanism has
been succinctly elaborated throughout
the Quran and clearly manifested in the
oral and practical Sunnah of the Prophet
(#). All precepts, injunctions, moral
teachings and spiritual instructions of
Islam seek to improve the lot of its
followers here and to enhance the
prospects of their eternal bliss hereafter.

A unique feature of Islam is that even its
purely  spiritual  prescriptions  are
conducive to enormous worldly profits. It
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has prescribed modes of prayer and
manners of worship in such a way that
when these are performed in true spirit,
they bring enormous material gains
alongside their obvious spiritual benefits.
The five times daily prayers in
congregation bring tremendous social
advantages with unlimited prospects of
social progress and material amelioration
of the community of believers. The
fasting — though apparently a purely
spiritual exercise in self-discipline —
engenders among its performers an
acute consciousness of the plight of the
destitute and the deprived in addition to
other well-known benefits.

The annual event of hajj is essentially
an endeavor on the part of the
believers to renew and revitalize their
spiritual communion and primordial
covenant with their Lord. But the
obvious benefits of this unique feature
of Islamic spiritual life for cementing the
social  solidarity and  improving
cooperation among the believers in
worldly matters, is self-evident. The
social and economic fruits of Zakat are
too well-known to require much
elaboration. Suffice it to say that it Kills
miserliness, curbs indifference and
ego-centricity and creates a social
climate in which the faithful care for
each other, share their possessions
and intensify their fraternal bonds of
mutual love and affection.

In the same way, the exclusively
material and mundane business of a
Muslim’s life has also been regulated in
such a manner that it brings in its wake
a host of spiritual blessings and moral
benefits in the life of the individual and
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the community alike. Thus no spiritual
act of a Muslim remains without a
tangible material benefit nor any
material business becomes devoid of
visible spiritual gains.

Take for example the case of marriage
and matrimony. It is an institution
universally recognized as an integral
component of all human cultures. But
Islam has organized it in such a way that
it strengthens the moral fiber of society
as a whole and greatly contributes to the
preservation and transmission of the
perennial values of Islam both vertically
and horizontally. It vertically transmits
the values, manners, etiquettes,
customs, and conventions, across the
generations through upbringing of the
children on the pattern of Islamic life.
That is why Islam puts a high premium
on the upbringing of children, so as to
give a second birth to human beings
namely the moral birth of a self-
conscious Muslim personality. At the
same time, through the sacred institution
of matrimony a social nucleus is formed
in the shape of a Muslim family. Both the
spouses termed by the Quran as each
other’s friends, supporters and advisers
(Awliya) vigorously interact in a common
solemn undertaking to contribute their
share of social construction and
dissemination of the values of Islam.

These patrticipants in the joint matrimonial
undertaking not only pledge themselves
to a definite set of mutually shared ideals
and obligations, but also actually perform
them. In this fashion they, together with
their off-springs, supply the society with
the basic brick in the social structure. The
more this brick of matrimonial union and
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familial bond is strengthened, the more
the Islamic social organism is ipso facto
cemented and solidified. That is why the
Prophet () regarded marriage as
synonymous with ‘completing one’s
religiosity’. And the Quran declared that
entering a legitimate wedlock meant
fortifying (ihsan) oneself against all
possibilities of moral perversion and
social deviance.

The second principle of Islamic
humanism taught by the Prophet (%) is
that human nature is essentially good.
There is no stigma of any prenatal
‘original sin’ to mar the pristine purity
and malign the essential innocence of
human soul. But at the same time,
Islam does not demand human beings
to live like angels. For that would
amount to asking for the impossible
and “Allah does not charge any soul,
beyond its capacity” (Al-Bagarah:286).

The beauty of Islam lies in the fact that
it takes human nature as it is. Hence, it

gives due allowance to human
weaknesses, lapses, errors and
blunders. These weaknesses and

failings are granted as part of the
natural human condition  simply
because man has been created by
Allah with a dual capacity. He has been
endowed with both a higher angelic
disposition and a lower animalistic
temperament. He is called upon to
maintain a harmonious  balance
between the two inherent forces of
matter and spirit that are
simultaneously operative within his
being, his inner microcosmic kingdom.
Islam, therefore, does not look down
upon the animalistic dimension of the
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human self simply because Allah has
created this Anthropos in this fashion.

It is, in fact, in this dualistic disposition
of man-combining the two poles of
angel and animal within the unity of a
human being that his greatness lies.
For when he subdues his physical
urges and augments his moral
aspirations in the purist of a sublime
spiritual ideal — that is tagwa i.e.
voluntarily identifying his desires with
the will of his Creator — he indeed
attains the very high status of ihsan. He
then becomes the actual embodiment
of divine viceregency which is the real
raison d’etre of his creation. To realize
this noble purpose of his existence he
is equipped with the necessary
potential within his dual self as well as
afforded all the requisite resources of
this world so that he is able to attain the
ultimate reward in terms of the bliss of
the Hereafter.

This is why all the teachings of Islam
are congruent with the demands of
healthy human nature. Nothing has
been prescribed in Islam nor laid down
by the Prophet (£) of Islam, who is the
highest example of Islam’s perfection in
human scales, which would offend
human nature in any way. In fact, the
preservation of the physical health and
the satisfaction of all legitimate
demands of the flesh and body are an
obligation in Islam. To evade this
obligation and deny oneself one’s due
right to comfort and wellbeing is indeed
reckoned as sin in the sight of Islam.
The significant point of divergence
between Islam and all other creeds and
cults of the past and present is
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precisely this emphasis on protecting
and promoting fitrah i.e. human nature.

The Prophet (%) expressly forbade
celibacy and explicitly disapproved
monasticism. He disallowed continuous
and un-interrupted fasting. He declined
to allow some of his companions to
pray all night without sleeping a wink.
He permitted to save one’s life if
nothing but unlawful is available for
eating, and someone’s life was in
danger of starving to death. In this way,
Islam and the Prophet (¥) of Islam
accorded full respect to the failings and
frailties of human nature.

The Quran unequivocally declared: ‘Man
has been created with given weakness’
(Al-Nisa: 28). What is more the Prophet
(%) himself led a full and eventful life. He
married himself and strongly urged his
followers to do so. He engaged himself
in trade and a variety of material
business. He lived as a full and active
participant in a socially vibrant
community that he himself created,
guided and promoted at Madinah. He
established a political order based on
unique principles of socio-economic
justice, human dignity and equality. In
short, the Prophet (%) did not severe his
link with this world in any way, because
according to his teachings this world has
been created for the service of man who
been raised as a Khalifah to serve his
Master and Lord.

The third principle of the Islamic
paradigm of humanism promoted by
the Prophet (¥) is that man is
essentially free to choose his path in
this life. In order to guide this choice,
Allah has shown him to be either
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grateful to his Lord or become
ungrateful and turn infidel (AZ-Dahr: 3).
It is this inherent human freedom which
distinguishes man from the angels. And
the intellectual apparatus supplied to
him by his Creator makes him superior
to animals and beasts. When man
recognizes his Lord by heeding the call
of his own inner nature (fitrah) and
positively responds to the call of the
Prophet (%), he qualifies for the highly
respected status of an active Khalifah.

Man has not emerged in history by
chance. He has been created for a
definite purpose. Therefore, he s
responsible to realize that. If he is
responsible, he must be free. For, there
could be no responsibility without
freedom. If he is both responsible and
free and he acts rightly, then he
deserves the highest respectability and
reward because he has exercised his
freedom in the right manner. This
aspect of Islamic humanism is founded
on a very sound logic. Obviously there
is no value recognized for anything or
person devoid of a purpose.

The purposefulness of human life
demands that man be granted
necessary freedom to realize his

purpose of existence. If he is free, then
he must be equipped with the requisite
ability to exercise this freedom. This
ability has been provided to him in the
form of his superb reasoning. Naturally
when he will exercise his freedom
rightly and employ his reason adroitly
without any compulsion, he will deserve
the greatest respect and honor in this
hierarchical order of the cosmos.

In the scheme of this cosmic order, as
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created by Allah, therefore, none is
higher than the man. And at the highest
station of humanness stands the
Prophet (£). This is because of the fact
that the Prophet (¥) attained the
highest level of proximity and identity

with Allah by his matchless and perfect
servitude to Allah. In achieving this
status, the Prophet (¥) reached the
highest level of moral excellence and
spiritual perfection.

(Continued from page # 25)

All our aesthetic yearnings to pursue
objects of beauty stem from this belief.
For mankind from their genesis have
lived with the conviction that ‘beauty is
possible’. When we regard anything as
beautiful, we do so only relatively. Our
perceptions of beauty are subjective and
meaningful only in relation to the perfect
beauty, the existence of which is only a
matter of ‘belief in the unseen’ for us.

If there is anybody who insists that he will
not accept any of the above things as
authentic fact, unless it is ‘empirically
proved by the criteria of sense
perception’, then he cannot possibly
know anything. Nay such a person wilt
soon end up in a lunatic's asylum. Even a
genuine scientist in the pursuit of pure
scientific investigation has to fall back on
his intuitions; but in much greater degree
he has to rely on the findings of
numerous other scientists before he can
proceed one single step further with his

own empirical enquiry. To that extent, a
scientist too has no option but to resort to
belief in the un-seen.

Humanity has, therefore, no escape from
‘belief in the unseen’ in acquiring
knowledge about so many vital needs of
daily life. And many of our important
attitudes in life, inevitably rely on such
knowledge. It is a great misunder-
standing credulously carried by many
people of our times that all knowledge is
to be validated only when it is acquired
from empirical sources. In point of fact,
only very meager amount of our
knowledge is derived from the sources of
empirical enquiry. Therefore, in matters
of religious belief too, the sole valid basis
of knowledge, can only be an authentic
source of information. This source is no
other than the Prophet (¥) who was
provided access to the ‘knowledge of
religious truths by Allah.

(Courtesy: Da'wah Highlights)
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The Holy Prophet Muhammad (%)

Syed Anwar Ali

The Prophethood:

Belief in the Prophethood of the Holy
Prophet (¥) is compulsory, not only to
this effect that he is the Prophet of
Allah, but also that he is the Seal of the
last of Prophets. Quran says that
“‘“Muhammad (%) is the Messenger of
Allah and the Seal of the Prophets"
(Ahzab, 33:40). He is the Seal of the
Prophet because with him the object of
Prophethood, i.e., manifestation of the
Divine Will, in the form of Quran, for
guidance of the humanity at large, for
all times to come, was finally
accomplished, and therefore the Office
of Prophethood was no more required.
The Holy Prophet (#), has therefore,
himself said, “I am the Seal of Prophets
and there is no Prophet after me."
(Bukhari, Abu Daud) and that “| am the
last of Prophets and my mosque is the
last mosque” (Muslim) and “there is no
Prophet after me and no Ummah”.
(Behaqgqui, Tabrani).

The Holy Prophet (#) is the last Prophet
of Allah and the Holy Quran revealed
to him is the last Book which Allah the
Almighty has revealed for the guidance
of the mankind for all times to come.
Thus the Holy Prophet (¥) is the
Prophet for the entire mankind as
against the earlier Prophets who were
sent towards their own nations only.

Quran says, “We sent Noah to his
people” (Hood, 11:25), and “to Aad (We
sent) their brother Hood” (Hood, 11:50),
and “to Samood (We sent) their brother
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Saleh”, (Hood, 11:61), and “to Madian
(We sent) their brother Shuaib” (Hood,
11 :84), and “We sent Moses with Our
signs and a clear authority to Pharaoh
and his chiefs” (Hood, 11:96-97).
Regarding Jesus Christ Quran says,
“(Allah) Will teach him the Book and the
Wisdom and the Torah and the Gospel
and (Make him) a Messenger to the
children of Israel” (Imran, 3:47-48).

But as regards the Holy Prophet
Muhammad (), Quran asks him to say:

“O mankind, surely | am Messenger to
you all, of Him, Whose is the Kingdom of
the heavens and the earth” (Aaraf, 7:158).

The Holy Prophet (), however, is also the
First of all Prophets. Qur’an tells us that:

“When Allah made a covenant with the
Prophets: certainly what | have given
you of Book and Wisdom -- then a
Messenger comes to you verifying that
which is with you, you shall believe in
him, and you shall obey him. He said,
“Do you affirm or accept My compact in
this matter”? They said, “We do affirm”.
He said, “Then bear witness, and | too
am the bearer of witness with you” (Aal-
e-lmran, 3:80).

This shows that faith in, and obedience
to, the Holy Prophet (%) was
compulsory for each of the Prophets,
and through them their followers also,
and, therefore, they were required to
enter into the covenant with Allah the
Almighty in this respect even before me
and the Torah and giving the news of a
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Messenger who will come after me, his
name being Ahmed” (Saff, 61 :6).

All this shows that Prophethood of the
Holy Prophet (¥) was already there
even when he had not as yet physically
come to this world. In fact as he himself
says, everything has been created for
him (Bukhari). He was really the symbol
of ‘Abdiyat’ or in other words he was

‘Abdiyat personified’, ie., total
submission to the Will of God, out of
ones own free will and clear

understanding, which in fact is the real
purpose of the creation itself. It is in him
that the object of Prophethood, i.e.,
absolute volitional obedience to the will
of Allah, exactly in accordance with the
Commands of Allah as contained in the
Holy Quran, has received its
accomplishment in its entirety. He, as
such, was Qur'an Personified ().

His Mission:

In a short period of 23 years of his
prophetic mission, the Holy Prophet (%)
revolutionized the entire human life on
earth. Through absolute belief in One
God -- the Creator and Administrator of
the entire universe, and exclusive
worship, and total submission to Him,
he abolished ‘Kufr and ‘Shirk’, i.e.,
infidelity and raising sharers to Allah,
the Almighty, and worship of idols, sun,
moon, stars, animals and other material
objects, once for all. Through the belief
in the Day of Judgment, Paradise and
Hell, he developed fear of
accountability among the people which
is the fountain-head of good moral
character. Through five times
compulsory prayers in a day and
fasting in the month of Ramadan, he
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removed all indecencies of the human
life and created piety and sublimity of
character among the people. Through
the system of Zakat and charity. will,
gift, wakf, interest-free loan, and
distribution of the assets of the
deceased among his legal heirs, he
provided a very effective system of
keeping the wealth in circulation for the
use by, and the welfare of, the society
at large. Through facing the ‘Kabah’ in
‘Salaat’ by the Muslims all over the
world, and yearly gathering of Hajj, he
created a unique type of unity of belief
and for their mixing up at last once a
year which resulted in fostering close
brotherly relations among them.
Through maintenance of family life, he
rejected the practice of-abandoning the
world for ever. Through justice and
equity, respect for life and property,
banning of gambling, adultery, bribery
and theft, he finished all vices of the
human society. Through agreements
and treaties with, and well-organized
and well-planned wars against the
enemy in the battle-fields, he uprooted
mischief and violence from the society,
and established peace and tranquility
throughout the country.

Thus within a very short period of time
he re-modeled the entire Bedouin life of
the Arabian people into a well-
disciplined and fully organized nation of
the world.

Historians present the Holy Prophet (%)
as a spiritual leader, administrator, law-
giver, jurist, warrior, reformer and
statesman of outstanding caliber, but
basically he was only “Abd-o-hu wa
rasool-o-hu”, i.e., the “Servant and

December 2017



Messenger of Allah”, and, accordingly,
all that he did throughout his life was
not on account of any ideology of his
own or on the basis of something
borrowed from anybody else. His own
position was that before his birth his
father died and when he was hardly six
years of age his mother also passed
away and he was brought up firstly by
his grandfather and after his death by
his uncle. He remained totally
unlettered and could neither read nor
write. This was the reason that when
the first Message came to him through
angel Gabriel to “read”, he said “I am
unlettered", but when the angel
squeezed him and asked him thrice to
‘read”, he said “l am unlettered", but
when the angel squeezed him and
asked him thrice to “read”, he repeated
what the angel recited, thus if he stood
up to propagate Islam, it was because
Allah asked him to “expound openly
what thou art commanded” (Hijr,
15:94). If he fought the battles, it was
because Allah asked him to “kill them
(i.e. enemies of Islam) whenever you
find them and drive them out from
where they drove you out, and fight
with them until there is no persecution,
and Religion is only for Allah" (Baqgara,
2:108-109, Anfal, 8:39). Similarly, he
did justice to the people because God
said to him, “Surely We have revealed
to you with Truth so that you may judge
between the people by means of what
Allah has taught you” (Nisa, 4:105), and
‘judge between the people what Allah
has revealed” (Maida, 5:48). In the
same manner he lived at Makkah or
migrated to Madina and ran the affairs
of the State, maintained the family,
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offered the prayer, kept the fasts,
performed the Hajj, distributed the
alms, offered the sacrifices or did any
other thing because Allah the Almighty
commanded him to do so. Thus the
only thing that basically worked
throughout the life of the Holy Prophet
(#) was the submission to the Will of
God, and this was to this extent that, as
Quran says, “‘He does not (even)
speak out of (his own) desire, but
whatever he says is the revelation from
Allah” (Najm. 53:3-4).

As regards the worldly gains, it is worth
mentioning that when the last hour of
his life in this world approached near,
he asked his wife Hazrat Aisha to give
away the whatever you have in the
house. Only five Dirhams were found
and were accordingly given away. Thus
like all other Prophets of God he also
left no assets at all. In an authentic
Tradition noted by Bukhari he had
himself said, “Surely the Ulema
(Scholars) are heirs to the Prophet (%)
because the Prophet does not leave
the assets of wealth but of knowledge,
and the one who acquires knowledge
acquires huge wealth”.

Even during his life time, he did neither
endeavor himself, nor did he allow his
followers, to build up the castles, or
hoard up the wealth, or acquire the
kingdom, or raise the standard of life in
its material sense. His life remained
simple throughout, i.e., before as well
as after the fulfillment of his mission.
He did not live as kings live although he
undoubtedly became the absolute ruler
of the entire Arabia. He used to live in a
small muddy house, lie down on hard

December 2017



carpet of leaves on the floor, take
simple meals, do household works,
patch up clothes and mend the shoes,
he used to salute everybody and even
the children. There was no servant to
attend on him and no body-guards or
any other sign of outward dignity. He
collected no assets so much so that on
various occasions for days together
there was no cooking of food in his
house and he and his family simply
kept on fasting.

The most distinguished and unique
feature of the mission of the Holy
Prophet () was that in spite of overall
opposition, and without having the
material resources, he under the
Command of God, all alone stood up to
establish the Law of God among the
people who were totally arrogant and
tough in their belief in idolatry and who
had no sense of morality, decency,
discipline, and justice at all. He did this
with full determination. It is said that
when at the request of the Quraish of
Makkah to restrain  him  from
propagation of Islam his own uncle Abu
Talib said to him, “O beloved of thy
uncle, do not put upon me burden
which | may not be able to bear”, He
out rightly said, “O my uncle, if these
people bring me the sun and place it in
my right hand and bring me the moon
and place it in my left hand, this would
not stop me from my mission until Allah
fulfils it for me or | am destroyed in the
process”. At another occasion, the
Quraish of Makkah themselves
approached him and said, “if you want
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wealth, we shall make you the richest in
the land; if you want power, we shall
make you our ruler; if you want a
beautiful wife, you can name her and
she will be yours; and if some Jin has
touched you, we can call best of the
sorcerers to cure you”. He in reply said.
“I want nothing of all these things, | am
a servant of God. He has sent me to
you as an Apostle, and revealed to me
His Book, and commanded me to warn
you, so | have given you His Message,
and no power on earth will stop me
from propagating it. If you accept, you
will have godly reward; if you reject, |
shall be patient till God Himself settles
this dispute between us.”

He really proved to be true to his word
and firm in his determination. His
opponents subjected him to all sorts of
curses, tortures, boycott, conspiracies
and ultimately also the armed attacks,
but he continued his mission with
complete patience and forbearance,
decency and discipline as well as
enthusiasm and conviction, and the
ultimate success which he achieved in
his own words was, “there is only One
God. He has no equal and no partner.
Today, He has fulfilled His mission. He
aided his servants and made them
triumph over all his enemies" (Address
on the conquest of Makkah).

He also made a reference to his
ultimate success in his last sermon to
his followers in the following words:
“Satan has despaired of leading you
astray in big things, so beware of
obeying (Continued on page # 6)
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What the Bible says About Muhammad (£)

Ahmed Deedat

like him ... ..." (Holy Qur'an 46: 10)

Say: "do you see? Whether this message be from Allah (God Almighty), and yet
you reject it, and a witness from among the children of Israel bore withess of one

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The subject of this evening's talk "What
the BIBLE says about Muhammad (%)
— will no doubt some as a surprise to
many of you because the speaker is a
Muslim. How does it come about that a
Muslim happens to be expounding
prophecies from the Jewish and
Christian Scriptures?

As a young man, about 40 years ago, |
attended a series of religious lectures
by a Christian theologian, a certain
Rev. Hiten, at the "Theatre Royal",
Durban.

Pope or Kissinger?

This Reverend gentleman was
expounding Biblical prophecies. He
went on to prove that the Christian
Bible foretold the rise of Soviet Russia,
and the Last Days. At one stage he
went to the extent of proving that his
Holy Book did not leave even the Pope
out of its predictions. He expatiated
vigorously to convince his audience
that the "Beast 666" mentioned in the
Book of Revelation — the last book of
the New Testament — was the Pope,
who was the Vicar of Christ on earth. It
is not befitting for us Muslims to enter
this controversy between the Roman
Catholics and the Protestants. By the
way, the latest Christian exposition of
the "Beast 666" of the Christian Bible is
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Dr. Henry Kissinger. Christian scholars
are ingenious and indefatigable in their
efforts to prove their case.

Rev. Hiten's lectures led me to ask that
if the Bible foretold so many things —
not even excluding the "Pope" and

"Israel", — then surely it must have
something to say about the greatest
benefactor of mankind — the Holy

Prophet Muhammad ().

As a youngster, | set out to search for
an answer. | met priest after priest,
attended lectures, and read everything
that | could lay my hands relating to the
field of Bible prophecies. Tonight | am
going to narrate to you one of these
interviews with a dominee of the Dutch
Reformed Church.

Lucky Thirteen

| was invited to the Transvaal to deliver
a talk on the Birthday celebration of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad (). Knowing
that in that Province of the Republic,
the Afrikaans language is widely
spoken, even by my own people, | felt
that |1 ought to acquire a smattering of
this language so as to feel a little “at
home" with the people. | opened the
telephone directory and began phoning
the Afrikaans-speaking churches. |
indicated my purpose to the priests that
| was interested in having a dialogue
with them, but they refused my request
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with "plausible" excuses. No. 13 was
my lucky number. The thirteenth call
brought me pleasure and relief.
Dominee Van Heerden agreed to meet
me at his home on the Saturday
afternoon that | was to leave for
Transvaal.

He received me on his verandah with a
friendly welcome. He said if | did not
mind, he would like his father-in-law
from the Free State (a 70-year-old
man) to join us in the discussion. | did
not mind. The three of us settled down
in the Dominee's library.

Why nothing?

| posed the question: "What does the
Bible say about Muhammad (¥)?"
Without hesitation he answered,
"Nothing!" | asked: “Why nothing?
According to your interpretation the
Bible have so many things to say about
the rise of Soviet Russia and about the
Last Days and even about the Pope of
the Roman Catholics?” He said, “Yes;
but there was nothing about
Muhammad (#)!" | asked again, "Why
nothing? Surely this man Muhammad
(#2) who had been responsible for
bringing into being a worldwide
community of millions of believers who,
on his authority, believe in

1) The miraculous birth of Jesus,
2) That Jesus is the Messiah,

3) That he gave life to the dead by
God's permission, and that he healed
those born blind and the lepers by
God's permission.

Surely this book (the Bible) must have
something to say about this great
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Leader of men who spoke so well of
Jesus and his mother Mary?”

The old man from the Free State
replied. "My son, | have been reading
the Bible for the past 50 years, and if
there was any mention of him, | would
have known it,”

Not One by name!

| enquired: "According to you, are there
not hundreds of prophecies regarding
the coming of Jesus in the Old
Testament." The Dominee interjected:
“Not hundreds, but thousand!” | said, ‘I
am not going to dispute the thousand
and one prophecies in the old
Testament regarding the coming of
Jesus Christ, because the whole
Muslim-world has already accepted him
without the testimony of any Biblical
prophecy. We Muslims have accepted
the de facto Jesus on the authority of
Muhammad (%) alone and there are in
the world today no less than
1,000,000,000 followers of Muhammad
(#) who love, respect and revere the
great messenger of God - JESUS
CHRIST without having the
Christians to convince them by means
of their Biblical dialectics. Out of the
‘thousands of prophecies referred to,
can you please give me just one single
prophecy where Jesus is mentioned by
name? The term ‘Messiah’, translated
as ‘Christ’, is not a name but a title. Is
there a single prophecy where it says
that the name of the Messiah will be
JESUS, and that his mother's name will
be MARY, that his supposed father will
be JOSEPH THE CARPENTER, that
he will be born in the reign of HEHOD
THE KING, etc.etc.? No! There are no
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such details! Then how can you

conclude that those  ‘thousand’
prophecies refer to Jesus?"

What is Prophecy?

The Dominee replied: "You see,

prophecies are word-pictures  of
something that is going to happen in
the future. When that thing actually
comes to pass, we see vividly in these
prophecies the fulfillment of what had
been predicted in the past.” | said:
"What you actually do is that you
deduce, your reason, you put two and
two together." He said: "Yes.” | said: "If
this is what you have to do with a
‘thousand’ prophecies to justify your
claim with regard to the genuineness of
Jesus, why should we not adopt the
very same system for Muhammad (&)?"
The Dominee agreed that it was a fair
proposition, a reasonable way of
dealing with the problem.

| asked him to open up Deuteronomy,
chapter 18, verse 18, which he did. | read
from memory the verse in Afrikaans,
because this was my purpose in having
a little practice with the language of the
ruling race in South Africa.

‘N PROFEET SAL EK VIR HULLE
VERWEK UIT DIE MIDDE VAN HULLE
BROERS, S008 JY IS, EN EK SAL MY
WOORDE IN SY MONDLE' EN HY SAL
AAN HULLE SE ALLES WAT EK HOM
BEVEEL. Deut. 18:18.

The English
follows:-

translation reads as

“l will raise them up a Prophet from
among their brethren, like unto thee,
and | will put my words in his mouth;
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and he shall speak unto them all that |
shall command him. Prophet like
Moses. Having recited the verse in
Afrikaans, | apologized for my uncertain
pronunciation. The Dominee assured
me that | was doing fine. | enquired: "To
whom does this prophecy refer?"
Without the slightest hesitation he
answered: "JESUS" | asked: “Why
Jesus - his name is not mentioned
here?" The Dominee replied: "Since
prophecies are word-pictures of
something that is going to happen in
the future, we find that the wordings of
this verse adequately describe him.
You see the most important words of
this prophecy are ‘SOOS JY IS’ (like
unto thee), LIKE YOU "- like Moses and
Jesus is like Moses. | questioned: “In
which way is Jesus like Moses?" The
answer was: "In the first place Moses
was a JEW and Jesus was also a JEW;
secondly, Moses was a PROPHET and
Jesus was also a PROPHET --
therefore Jesus is like Moses and that
is exactly what God had foretold Moses
— “SO0S JY 1S”. “Can you think of any
other similarities between Moses and
Jesus?” | asked. The Dominee said that
he could not think of any. | replied; “If
these are the only two criteria for
discovering a candidate for this
prophecy of Deuteronomy 18:18, then
in that case the criteria could fit any one
of the following Biblical personages
after Moses: - Solomon, Isaiah, Ezekiel,
Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Malachi, John the
Baptist etc., because they were also all
Jews as well as Prophets. Why should
we not apply this prophecy to any one
of these prophets, and why only to
Jesus? Why should we make fish of
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one and fowl of another?" The Dominee
had no reply. | continued: “You see, my
conclusions are that Jesus is most
unlike Moses, and if | am wrong | would
like you to correct me.”

Three Unlikes

So saying, | reasoned with him: In the
FIRST place Jesus is not like Moses,
because, according to you -- ‘JESUS IS
A GOD’, but Moses is not God, is this
true?" He said: “Yes.” | said; “Therefore
Jesus is not like Moses!” SECONDLY,
according to you ‘JESUS DIED FOR
THE SINS OF THEE WORLD’, but
Moses did not have to die for the sins
of the world. Is this true?” He again
said: “Yes.” | said: "Therefore Jesus is
not like Moses!” “THIRDLY, According
to you ‘JESUS WENT TO HELL FOR
THREE DAYS’, but Moses did not have
to go there. Is this true?” He answered
meekly: “Y-e-s.” | concluded; ‘Therefore
Jesus is not like Moses!”

“But Dominee," | continued: “these are
not hard facts, solid facts, tangible
facts, they are mere matters of belief
over which the little ones can stumble
and fall. Let us discuss something very
simple, very easy that if your little ones
are called in to hear the discussion,
would have no difficulty in following it,
shall we?" The Dominee was quiet

happy at the suggestion.
Father and Mother

(1) “Moses had a father and a mother.
Muhammad (%) also had a father and a
mother. But Jesus had only a mother,
and no human father, Is this true?" He
said: “Yes” | said: “DAAROM IS JESUS
NIE SOOS MOSES NIE, MAAR
MUHUMMED (¥) IS SOOS MOSES!”
Meaning: “Therefore Jesus is not like
Moses, but Muhammad (&) is like
Moses!” (By now the reader will realize
that | was using the Afrikaans language
only for practice purposes. | shall
discontinue its use in this narration).

Miraculous Birth

(2) "Moses and Muhammad (%) were
born in the normal natural course, i.e.,
the physical association of man and
woman; but Jesus was created by a
special miracle. You will recall that we
are told in the Gospel of St. Matthew
1.8 ‘...BEFORE THEY CAME
TOGETHER, (Joseph the Carpenter
and Mary), SHE WAS FOUND WITH
CHILD BY THE HOLY GHOST.” And
St. Luke tells us that when the good
news of the birth of a holy son was
announced to her, Mary reasoned:
HOW SHALL THIS BE, SEEING
| KNOW NOT A MAN?

(To be continued)

MINARET

19

December 2017



Rahmatul-lil-‘Alamin

Mustafa F Ansari

Allah  (swt) created the glorious
personality of the Holy Prophet (¥) as a
mercy for all, thus establishing his
universal prophethood. The Holy
Qur'an states that: “And We have not
sent you except as a Mercy to all the
worlds.” (21:107). The Holy Prophet (%)
said that ‘Allah did not send me to
reproach (and curse) people but as a
mercy to them and as one calling them
to the truth.” (Muslim).

Allah (swt) unveiled his design and
revealed the code of life for the entire
humanity to follow, through His Beloved
Messenger and Prophet Muhammad
(¥) to enable his followers to be eligible
for Allah's blessings and thus His
mercy. The Holy Prophet (%) set the

pattern and demonstrated  the
practicability of living a life in
consonance  with  the Qur'anic

injunctions. The Qur'an states that:
“Verily, in the Messenger of God, you
have an excellent model” (33:21). He is
the medium of all the blessings of Allah
(swt) for the entire humanity. The
humanity became aware of Islam
through him and thus he is the basic
personality in Islam and Iman. The best
pattern of human behavior is contained
in the life of the Holy Prophet ().
Finding the pleasure of Allah (swt),
therefore requires one to follow, with
intense love, the path charted by the
Holy Prophet Muhammad (%) who
came as the last and final Messenger
and Prophet of Allah (swt) and provided
guidance complete in all respects in the
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form of Deen-e-Islam.

The pursuit of one’s destiny demands a
clear conceptual understanding of
Allah’'s  ordained mission to be
accomplished by the human beings
designated by Allah as His vicegerent
(2:30). Deeper understanding of the
modalities and its intricacies would
ensure better accomplishment. The
divine requirement as contained in the
revealed word is to follow the Holy
Prophet (#). The modality is apparently
clear but the intricacies need deeper
thought which is the command of the
Almighty (0si 24 - do you not think).

The Holy Prophet (¥), who came, as a
mercy to the entire mankind, was
endowed with penultimate qualities to
serve as a model of the most perfect
being and thus an object of emulation
for the entire humanity. And again it is
stated in the Qur'an that: “Verily you are
the standard par excellence” (68:4)

History bears testimony to the fact that
the Holy Prophet (£) came at a time
when almost the entire world had
forsaken  the path of piety,
righteousness, truth and the gloom of
ignorance had completely
overshadowed all moral values. The
advent of the Holy Prophet () came at
a time when the degradation of all
ethical and moral values had touched
the lowest ebb in the desert heartland
of Arabia. The charisma and love of his
holy personality so impacted these
native, ignorant, ruthless, heartless
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pagans that they turned into civilized,
caring and decent individuals of model
ethical discipline. It was the impact of
his forceful, lovable personality that
within a century of emergence of Islam,
the Muslim empire stretched from the
Atlantic Ocean in the West to central
Asia in the East.

Allah (swt) categorically states in the
Holy Qur'an: If one wants Allah to love
him, one should follow and obey the
Holy Prophet and one would then be
blessed with the love of Allah (3:31).

The human beings are not robotic
animations but with complex intellect
and free will. Their intellectual capacity
is imbued with deep seated emotions
which qualify them to develop affinities,
establish relationships and accept
certain parameters for acting in a
certain way in their worldly life. Love
implies obedience and submission.
Obedience of command of a benefactor
— the Rahmatul-lil-‘Alamin or those
following in his footsteps without any
feeling for the person being followed
would only be an empty jargon. Love is
the force which motivates us and
compels us to action. Devotee’s
devotion to the compliance of a
command in letter and spirit requires
establishment of a deep-seated
association which culminates into love
and affection for the personality of the
role model (¥). It is the consequence of
human intellect's comprehension and
appreciation of Allah's (swt) mercy and
blessing in the shape and form of the
Holy Prophet (¥) on the humanity at
large.

It is this deep-seated love in the hearts
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of Mwumineen for the refulgent
personality of the Rahmatul-lil-'Alamin
(#) which moves them to ecstasy and
drives them to tears laden with
wondrous thoughts and sentiments for
the beloved Prophet of Allah - the
Merciful. Holy Prophet () is reported to
have said that: “None of you can have
faith unless | become dearer to him
than his father and his son and all
mankind” (Bukhari). Allah (swt) says in
the Qur'an that: “The Prophet is closer
to the Believers than their own souls.”
(33:6)

Love is the predominant manifestation
of true faith - the Iman. On another
occasion, the Holy Prophet (%) is
quoted as saying: ‘He who has no love
has no faith, he who has no love has no
faith, and he who has no love has no
faith’.

In surah Taubah, it is stated that: ‘Say,
if it be that your father, your sons, your
brothers, your mates or your kindred;
the wealth you have gained, the
commerce in which you fear a decline;
or the dwellings in which you delight -
are dearer to you than Allah or His
Apostle or the striving in His cause,
than wait until Allah brings about his
Decision and Allah guides not the
rebellious.” (9:24)

The above verse clearly illustrates that
absolutely nothing can take precedence
over a M'umins' love for Allah (swt) and
the Holy Prophet (). The Companions

of the Holy Prophet (¥) in their
salutations addressed him (%) with
expressions conveying the highest

degree of reverence, love and devotion.
The fondness and love with which the
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true believer follows in the footsteps of
the Holy Prophet (¥) establishes the
extent of his allegiance to Islam and
acquisition of Allah's favour. One finds
it as a binding principle in Salat when
one greets the Holy Prophet (#) in
Attahiyyat by saluting him (%) and
reaffirming a  dynamic, vibrant
relationship with the Holy Prophet (%)
when one recites ‘Assalamu Alaika
A'iyuhan Nabiu..." and thereafter the
Durood-e-lbrahimi.

To emulate the Holy Prophet (%), one
cannot afford to miss any moment of
one's life without the fond memory of
his (#¥) deeds - the Sunnah - which
represents his (%) active worldly life. It

thus follows that a Muslim's life has to
be necessarily entrenched in the love
and thoughts of the life of the Holy
Prophet (¥) at all times without which a
Muslims' Iman or faith does not attain
completion and thus the ultimate
objective of achieving moral and
spiritual benefits would remain obscure.
Since his worldly life is the perfect
example for humanity, the
transformation or molding of individual
personality towards perfection follows
as a consequence of one's whole
hearted adoption of the practical
modalities in this worldly sphere of
activity concurrently with intellectual,
emotional and spiritual commitment.
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The Sunnah of The Prophet ()

(An appreciation of its significance in the cognitive order of Islam)
Muhammad Al-Ghazali

Since its dawn, human civilization had
been identified in a significant sense,
with the endless process of knowing.
By an inner compulsion of his
inquisitive nature, man had been
posing unlimited questions about
himself and his environment and
restlessly sought answer to these
guestions. It is this distinctive quality
inherent in man to raise and answer
guestions of all sort, that has insured
continuous and uninterrupted progress,

expansion, diversification and
sophistication in knowledge - the
mainstay of culture and civilization.

To answer different kinds and
categories of questions man had been
employing his vast potential of
instinctive, intuitional sensory and

intellectual cognition and understanding
to seek the best solution to the
problems that encountered him during
the course of his multi - faceted
civilization journey. As pointed out
above, this privilege of man to know,
discover, understand and innovate
things, is rooted in the natural
constitution of macrocosmic man and
ingrained in his archetypal disposition.
This distinctive prerogative of man has
been fully acknowledged and granted
by Islam — the Universal religion of
mankind.

Pursuit of Knowledge:

Statements abound in the Quran and
the Sunnah that emphasize the need of
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man to employ his faculties of
observation, intuitions, imagination and
intellection to the maximum possible
degree so as to understand the
wonderful world of the nature within
and the nature without. There is no bar
in Islam to knowledge and its fruitful
utilization, which has been regarded a
great Divine bounty and blessing.
Those who are commended in the
Quran they are men of knowledge,
wisdom and piety who bring their
knowledge to fruition by actualizing the
objectives of their creation in history.
Those whom the Quran condemns,
they are condemned for their ignorance
and adamant refusal to perceive the
cardinal truth, namely tauhid and its
concomitant course of action, namely
Islam. But the question arises whether
each kind of knowledge is conducive to
every category of answer, or there
should be some classification and
hierarchical categorization in
knowledge. Obviously every category
or level of knowledge is not appropriate
or useful as means of acquiring an
understanding of all dimensions or
levels of reality. A mathematician
cannot do the job of a physician, nor a
chemist can perform the function of a
zoologist. A grammarian cannot be
expected to deal with the problems
dealt with by a historian.

If this life is taken seriously and not
merely explained away as an accident
or pastime then there are a number of
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inevitable  questions  that  pose
themselves to man. These are cardinal
guestions relating to the ultimate

meaning of life. What is the origin and
the destiny of man? Whence did he
come? Where will he disappear after
this earthly tenure of his existence is
terminated? Is there any higher
purpose and ultimate end of life? If so,
what is that purpose? Who is really
competent to assign a paramount
purpose to life? How is man to come
out of the empirical confinements of his
present existential career?

Islamic Explanation:

The answer of Islam to these questions
is clear and emphatic: While man has
been granted by Allah the ability to
know and explain a lot of things
pertaining to the immediacies of life,

there are certain questions of
momentous significance for the worldly
career of man, that cannot be

answered within the limits of his own
sense perception and intelligence.
Hence these can only be answered by
recourse to the transcendental
guidance communicated by Allah to his
Prophet (¥). The value of recognizing
and following the terms of this
guidance, is that man is enabled to
assign a clear meaning and definite
purpose to life. For it is in terms of this
prophetic guidance alone that man can
explain and order the entirety of his
existential career, within the unity of a
purposeful and coherent world-view.
Without falling back on the prophetic
guidance, neither any meaningful
orientation can be provided to the
enterprise of creation, nor can harmony
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permeate the rhythm of life.

The guidance provided by the Prophet
(#) consists in the revelation transmitted
to him by Allah (in the Qur’an) and in its
authentic interpretation through his oral,
practical and tacit Sunnah.

All cardinal questions relating to the
holistic explanation of the whole or
understanding the meaning of the
higher realm of meta cosmic reality,
can only be answered by an inevitable
recourse to the highest and the most
authentic source of knowledge, i.e.,
revelation communicated by Allah to
the Prophet ().

Ultimate Axioms:

Now the Qur'an and the Sunnah are
not concerned with answering primary
guestions pertaining to the immediacies
of life. They are concerned with spelling
out ultimate axioms relating to
transcendental infinities of our being.
They provide a world-view within the
intellectual process of the mind, finds
unlimited scope to function and to give
a meaning and definite purpose to life.
Because such fundamental questions
as ‘who created man and why'? are
indeed pertinent questions. And on
their answers depends our knowledge
of the whole objective of man's life and
his ultimate destiny. But these
guestions cannot be addressed by any
kind of empirical science. For such
issues, by definition, do not constitute
an area of scientific inquiry. This is so
because science only provides us with
a reductionist mode of inquiry. In this
mode, the object of investigation has to
be reduced to the smallest portion of
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the reality which can lend itself to
sensory experiment, measurement and
calculation.

Therefore, all cardinal questions
relating to the holistic explanation of the
whole or understanding the meaning of
the higher realm of meta-cosmic reality,
can only be answered by an inevitable
recourse to the highest and the most
authentic source of knowledge, i.e.,
Revelation communicated by Allah to
the Prophet (£) The Revelation
embodies the infallible writ of God
which spells out the ultimate answers
about life. Its authenticity is essentially
determined by the testimony of the
Prophet (¥). The bearer of the
testimony to the absolute truth of the
Revelation, namely, the Prophet (¥) of
Islam, has stood the scrutinizing, test of
history. For it is he alone who is singled
out in the entire known history of
mankind as someone who has earned
a universal acknowledgement for being
‘the honest and the truthful par
excellence’ by his friends and foes
alike. He is not somebody whose life
might be concealed under the thick
veils of pre-historical antiquity. On the
contrary, his entire life had been
exposed to the search-light of history.
And an entire generation of meticulous
biographers have exhausted their
intellectual potential in investigating into
every facet and dimension of his
eventful life. The result of this ruthless
and highly critical research of historians
into every major or minor report
containing any evidence bearing on any
significant or trivial aspect of his public
or private life, is that not even the
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slightest inconsistency with universal
norms of ethics could be found in his
entire career.

But a supplementary question still
seems to persist through the above
discussion: Why at all should an
enlightened man in this age of scientific
advancement, submit to the revealed
guidance provided by the Prophet ()
and emulate his example in life? Or, in
other words, why should man
acknowledge a source of knowledge
beyond his own perceptive scope on
the authority of the Prophet (#)? Is it
rational to believe in the un-seen on the
evidence on the Prophet (#)?

Critical Assessment:

If we make a critical assessment of all
those things that we admit as facts, we
will not fail to appreciate the axiomatic
reality of life that out of our total fund of
knowledge a large and significant part
is acquired on the basis of nothing but
information coming from an authentic
source. None has had a voyage into
the galaxy to believe that the stars
exist. None of us has witnessed his
own birth from his mother's womb to
affirm the legitimacy of his ancestry.
How many individuals have seen their
own hearts before accepting the fact
that a heart does beat in their bosom?
How many of us have ever been to
Macau, Liechtenstein, or San Marino to
believe in the existence of these
independent states within the global
community? None of us have seen-
perfect beauty. Yet we all believe in its
existence. (Continued on page # 11)
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Sufiism:
The Uncovering of the Fourth Vell:
Concerning Purification from Foulness

After faith, the first thing incumbent on
everyone is purification (taharat) and
the performance of prayer, i.e. to
cleanse the body from filth and
pollution, and to wash the three
members, and to wipe the head with
water as the law prescribes, or to use
sand in the absence of water or in
severe illness. Purification is of two
kinds: outward and inward. Thus prayer
requires purification of the body, and
gnosis requires purification of the heart.
As, in the former case, the water must
be clean, so in the latter case
unification must be pure and belief
undefiled. The Sufis are always
engaged in purification outwardly and in
unification inwardly. The Apostle said to
one of his Companions: “Be constant in
ablution, that thy two guardian angels
may love thee,” and God hath said:
“God loves those who often repent and
those who purify themselves” (Qur.ii,
222). And the Apostle used to say in his
invocations: “O God, purify my heart
from hypocrisy.” Even consciousness of
the miraculous grace (karamat)
vouchsafed to him he regarded as an
affirmation of other than God, for in
unification it is hypocrisy (nifaq) to
affirm other than God. So long as a
disciple’s eye is obscured by a single
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atom of the miracles of the Shaykhs,
from the standpoint of perfection that
atom is a potential veil (between him
and God). Hence Abu Yazid said: “The
hypocrisy of agnostics is better than the
sincerity of disciples,” i.e. that which is
a “station” (magam) to the novice is a
veil to the adept. The novice desires to
gain miracles, but the adept desires to
gain the Giver of miracles. In short, the
affirmation of miracles, or of anything
that involves the sight of other than
God, appears hypocrisy to the people
of the Truth (Sufis). Accordingly, what
is noxious to the friends of God is a
means of deliverance for all sinners,
and what is noxious to sinners is a
means of salvation for all infidels,
because, if infidels knew, as sinners
know, that their sins are displeasing to
God, they would all be saved from
infidelity; and if sinners knew, as the
friends of God know, that all their
actions are defective, they would all be
saved from sin and purged of
contamination. Therefore, outward and
inward purification must go together;
e.g., when a man washes his hands he
must wash his heart clean of
worldliness, and when he puts water in
his mouth he must purify his mouth
from the mention of other than God,
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and when he washes his face he must
turn away from all familiar objects and
turn towards God, and when he wipes
his head he must resign his affairs to
God, and when he washes his feet he
must not form the intention of taking his
stand on anything except according to
the command of God. Thus he will be
doubly purified. In all religious
ordinances the external is combined
with the internal; e.g. in faith, the
tongue's profession with the heart's
belief. The method of spiritual
purification is to reflect and mediate on
the evil of this world and to perceive
that it is false and fleeting and to make
the heart empty of it. This result can be
attained only by much self-mortification
(majahadah), and the most important
act of mortification is to observe the
external rules of discipline (adab-i-
zahir) assiduously in all circumstances.
It is related that Ibrahim Khawwas said:
“l desire God to give me an everlasting
life in this world, in order that, while
mankind are engrossed in the
pleasures of the world and forget God, |
may observe the rules of religion
amidst the affliction of the world and
remember God.” And it is related that
Abu Tahir Harami lived forty years at
Makkah, and went outside of the
sacred territory whenever he purified
himself, because he would not pour the
water which he had used for that
purpose on ground that God called His.
When Ibrahim Khawwas was ill of
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dysentery in the congregational
mosque at Rayy, he performed sixty
complete ablutions in the course of a
day and night, and he died in the water.
Abu Ali Rudbari was for some time
afflicted with distracting thoughts
(waswas) in purification. "One day," he
said, | went into the sea at dawn and
stayed there till sunrise. During that
interval my mind was troubled. | cried
out: ‘O God, restore me to spiritual
health!” A voice answered from the sea:
‘Health consists in knowledge.” 1t is
related that when Sufyan Thawri was
dying, he purified himself sixty times for
one prayer and said: "l shall at least be
clean when | leave this world." They
relate of Shibli that one day he purified
himself with the intention of entering the
mosque. He heard a voice cry: "Thou
hast washed thy outward self, but
where is thy inward purity?" He turned
back and gave away all that he
possessed, and during a year he put on
no more clothes than were necessary
for prayer. Then he came to Junayd,
who said to him: “O Abu Bakr, that was
a very beneficial purification which you
have performed; may God always keep
you purified!" After that, Shibli engaged
in continual purification. When he was
dying and could no longer purify
himself, he made a sign to one of his
disciples that he should purify him. The
disciple did so, but forgot to let the
water flow through his beard (takhlil-i
mahasin). Shibli was unable to speak.

December 2017



He seized the disciple’s hand and
pointed to his beard, whereupon the rite
was duly performed. And it is also
related of him that he said: "Whenever |
have neglected any rule of purification,
some vain conceit has always arisen in
my heart" And Abu Yazid said:
"Whenever a thought of this world
occurs to my mind, | perform a
purification (taharat); and whenever a
thought of the next world occurs to me, |
perform a complete ablution (ghusul),"
because this world is non-eternal
(muhdath), and the result of thinking of it
is legal impurity (hadath), whereas the
next world is the place of absence and
repose (Ghayabat u aram), the result of
thinking of it is pollution (janabat): hence
legal impurity involves purification and
pollution involves total ablution. One day
Shibli purified himself. When he came to

whispered in his heart: “Art thou so pure
that thou enterest My house with this
boldness?” He turned back, but the
voice asked: "Dost thou turn back from
My door? Whither wilt thou go?” He
uttered a loud cry. The voice said: "Dost
thou revile me?” He stood silent. The
voice said: "Dost thou pretend to endure
My affliction?" Shibli exclaimed: “O God,
| implore Thee to help me against
Thyself.”

The Sufi Shayikhs have at length
discussed the true meaning of
purification, and have commanded their
disciples not to cease from purifying
themselves both  outwardly and
inwardly. He who would serve God
must purify himself outwardly with
water, and he who would come nigh
unto God must purify himself inwardly
with repentance.

the door of the mosque a voice
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